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TIP OF THE MONTH – VDR DATA INPUT ISSUES

During a remote VDR audit, our Auditor no�ced that the records provided by the VDR system were not the 
preselected data set from ship’s equipment, as per IMO instruc�ons. According to the annual performance and 
maintenance test, the VDR input sources were checked and found all were properly connected. Following an 
internal inves�ga�on that was carried out onboard, it was evidenced that there was an issue with the VDR wiring 
connec�on.

The main purpose of a voyage data recorder (VDR) is to maintain and store informa�on, in a secure and retrievable 
form, concerning the posi�on, movement, physical status, command and control of a ship, over the period leading 
up to and following an incident. The subject informa�on can also be used during an inves�ga�on to iden�fy the 
cause(s) of an incident, as well as in the training and monitoring of the Bridge Team’s performance and coopera�on. 

No alarm is triggered when there is an error in the connec�on of VDR inputs. Although annual performance tes�ng 
is a requirement, which should detect above men�oned issues, there are many cases where the source of data is 
missing or recording incorrect values and this is evidenced when the data is analyzed. With a view to avoid similar 
cases and ensure that the VDR stores the correct data sets, the following is suggested;

WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT?

CONCLUSION & SUGGESTIONS
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Perform a periodical extrac�on of the VDR data to ensure system’s integrity.
Train the responsible Officer for VDR data extrac�on, so that valuable informa�on will not get lost during the 
handling/transfer of VDR files.
Familiarize the Officers with the procedure of the annual performance test, so that they are aware of proper VDR 
func�on, and if the system needs repair.
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