
TIP OF THE MONTH - March 2022

ENTANGLED ANCHOR CHAIN

INCIDENT: During an onboard PSC prepara�on by our PAS Assessor, the vessel was anchored for a prolonged 
period of �me. When the crew started heaving up the anchor, the chain was entangled and the anchor could 
not be secured, resul�ng in ship delays.

Anchoring is a rou�ne, but cri�cal shipboard opera�on, which may result in undesired groundings, collisions 
and near miss incidents if not performed as per best prac�ces.

PREPARATION FOR ANCHORAGE

IMPORTANCE OF PROPER ANCHORING OPERATIONS 

SUGGESTIONS

72

Monitor ECDIS plo�ed posi�ons on hourly basis in order to check the vessel’s movement during her stay at the 
anchorage.

Consider the fact that when the anchor is let go, while controlled by the brake, an immense risk of chain’s 
entanglement arises.

Heave up the anchor to avoid kno�ng the chain, during prolonged stay at anchorage.
Monitor weather condi�ons and heave up the anchor, prior to weather deteriora�on.
Carry out inspec�ons and maintenance as per Company’s PMS, in order to prevent equipment’s poor performance 
and iden�fy possible hazards.
Ensure that ship’s personnel are familiar with procedures regarding safe anchoring opera�ons.

Ensure that passage plan includes provision for anchoring.
Consider abort parameters and con�ngency planning.
Bear in mind the depth and nature of the seabed.
Study the weather forecasts and understand local �des and currents.
Perform a pre-anchoring mee�ng with involved par�es, in order to assess all poten�al risks.
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HELMET ELEMENT 7 ‘Mooring and Anchoring’ – Item 1 ‘Safe Mooring and Anchoring’ 
OCIMF – Mooring Equipment Guidelines (MEG4)
RIGHTSHIP Inspec�on Ques�onnaire – Sec�on 3.23 (Naviga�on) & 10.18 (Mooring)
TMSA – Element 6, Sec�on 6A.2.2
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